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o eranshp o Ta) HISTORY OF CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT SINCE 1949
'bli:';nerged- o the st October 1949, China was declared to be “The Peoples Republic of China”, a
'od the e " tate. This marked the end of the era of traditional constitutionalism. The Communist
ed ¢ S g £ 513 g ; el
af © be a, 4 a"bhiion ushered China into a new revolutionary era in which socialist constitutiona ism
pa re.sourc.u }'e!} }'gev"’,?-ﬂmd. The ideology of Marxism-Leninism and the thoughts of Mao provided the
T the Cuf,h- In ,nl“’”.ca, basis to this exercise. The successful realisation of the revolution proved the
cath, , B Urg, ;,,;‘105 rcommunist ideology as interpreted, supplemented and used by the great leader Mao
Posthu’h N, u,ﬂif."a Naturally, it provided ideological foundations for the initiation of the process of
Odcrn,-sf)'*_'sl_y T '"{1! éons[itutionalism_ It began with the Common Programme set forth by Mao and the
W 1o o, el consisting of 31 Articles.
Cc anl .
Urq ngconsr,-;utianahsm between 1949-54,
& do, es fier the Revolution, the communists did not base their government on any constitution.
State ;lc referred to wait for a formulated constitution and decided to rely upon Mao’s
S of e ey People’s Democratic Dictatorship as conceived, explained and guided by him.
; Soc dership a0 P o 5 exp g Y
iio £ ead®”, eople’s Political Consultative Conference, consistin of 662 delegates who
" an chinese Peop’e il g eleg
dorchl'n;? Areseﬂfed all political groups and mass organisations, was created to legalise the system
as

a red for carrying out Mao’s Common Programme. The Organic Law consisting of 31
“hq ¢red

les was promulgated and it outlined the structure and functions of the governmental
i

’ inery. It was given the responsibility of fulfilling the common programme. The
° begq el ot continued till 1954 .
n Si\;"" ‘;) constitutionalism between 1954-75,

n he l in 1953 that the People’s Republic of China decided to have a written constitution.
hag Jt was cop DER . .
'a”St committee under the chairmanship of Mao Tse-tung was created for this purpose. This
a-’ld‘ nmittee proposed the draft of a constituteion which was submitted to the people of China

co

J their organisations for a full national deb

" 'agorporated several amendments in the draft for i

ﬁended draft was presented to the National Pe

,3954, After its adoption, the Constitution led to t
Novembel‘, 1954.

ate. The Chinese People’s Government
ncorporating the views of the people. The
ople’s Political Conference in September
he formation of a new government on 4th

The 1954—Constitution affirmed the resolve of the people of China to overthrow

colonialism, feudalism and capitalism. While enumerating the socio- economic politica
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e rese inelude the'y
s sl lecﬂéonsguupon. o defy, uty

rution enﬁnvé’mes the Fuil;damtmt:fy D‘ig“ . the CO ‘ ‘d"}q
» : . unity of the countiy. F ool T
reserve and protect the un wpuard the Hoitow jso been f sed by 5
athertand. o pay tetes, 401 7 s and inherltanc® h:\;, :f the clfizens (0 owg ’""T::;‘“ :

- The Right to Personal P"‘,“."“"}’ tare protects the rl{:’ ! e state protects by 1" ll_,,

Coustitution. Article 13 states 7:':; ',,m.}r tawful property: .
earned income, Saings, Aouses , <1 societys P Chines,

- s e Sl PO pr!)'.’ = ur '
R e e B e i‘::g f: big and uxltllfi-t“':,‘e aeed for democratisagjc "Ve

nitary State. Despite be e pecepting 3 “f the state. | arjg

¥ e me!f;c state a unitary state. Despite “,"e f"mm. character € f" ¥ €. Howeyd

decided 10 heep ; ',38’ Constitution, maintains th tral and jocal nuthorities. The e,

pebantraibting, Hee L Jlations between the €1t ified leadership of the Cene

it secks to cffect a balance i n.!'illlm.rl_‘(.m“e der the uni Ml
e il i

authoritics entry the right to ta

o ¢ rking as the yy;
authoritics. ) .slnll!r“ wo 2h
’ I(:!.'.ru'ntionnl People’s Congress: A Unicﬂ'lil‘:::';‘;,L]‘c‘ghsﬁmuons of 1954, 1975 ang 19;“

islature—the National peg o8,

ioni is
nnt.g:;lgol(')“g (2974 in 1998) deputies el:ctees
lcx’c highest organ of state power wiy, sol.

stitution. It elects the Preg:
the COI]StIlllllf‘lﬂ t resiq
d 'fthe Premier (PM), V]cg_premi:ht
high ranking officers of the Stﬂteri'

Organ of State Power. The 1982 CDnsﬁ(}l(lOﬂ.
maintains the unicameral character of .the i
Congress. It represents the nation and con'sxsts o :
" by the people. The Constitution declares it to be

fegislative authority of the country. It alone can amen .
and Vice-President of the Republic, decides the choice

State Councilors, Ministers, Auditor General and all other

A SR S

. ring its a i
clects its Standing Committee which exercises f‘” = pZ;‘;c;i)rd:ll itgs aCtiVIi:‘tSi:::ci;x The ol
government is responsible to the National People’s COner k under the overall leag e ne.
regional and local levels, the directly elected Congresses, Wor ership, tchi‘
guidance and control of the National People’s Congress. S lays do B cct
I4. A sort of Parliamentary System. The 1982 Constitution ﬂ%’_h ng.a SyStem ; ann‘
government which resembles the parliamentary form of golvernm_el’lt- el a' Inet. Is Called g2 ni
the State Council and the Prime Minister is called the Premier. It 1s the rea Sxecutive Of the ; e rt
: state. The Premier is chosen by the National People’s Congress upon tl‘1€: nomination mage “' P2
¥ the President of the Republic. All other members of the State Council are appointed by, thi ! rap
f National People’s Congress upon the nominations recommended by the Premier. Since th i
State Council is the most powerful organ of the government, the top leaders of the | Rel
Communist Party are usually its members. . *i8 int
_I5. Provision for the Institutions of Local Government. The administration of Chj | ed’
which is a unitary state, stands divided into several provinces and municipalities, citjeg u o up
districts, sub-divisions etc. to all local levels, local people’s congresses have been estab’li Elts’ ek
Further, Autonomous Regions, Autonomous Prefectures and Autonomous Counties haVes =d. lat
begn es't?bhsh_ed: The'se have been created on the basis of the location of diff; =léo c
l:;a:éoggé:t:es within China. Thgse act as the instruments of local government. Some of fhrent N
o o created by the Constitution, while others are directly under the central governm o
- tsencral Principles of Governance Another vitally important salient feature "y fr
s ozfltlltcn;nc;n (;s the l:)ncorporatton of the General Principles of the Constitution, In ito ff‘t - al
; € I describes China as a socialist state und 1 ; S irst
led by the working class and b Skl onl e dictatorsh; ¢
; ased on the alliance of v S orshi
1al the socialist system is the basic system and selbotz::f)rkerb i Pedafis Further, jt States | a

Nisatjop
has noy,
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anda colonialism, workys ro Strengthen the unity with the people of other countr es, sy p :
the oppressed nations and the developing countries in their just struggle to ., o
preserve rheir narional independence, and develop their national econonties ang Stri\;e:"d
safeguard world peace and promotres the cause of human progress.” fo
5. Written and Enacted Constitution.

The 1982 Constitution is a written a
constitution. It was drafited by the N

ational Constitution Revision Committee, dj
the Standing Committee and the people at large and passed by the Nationg

Congress on 4th December, 1982, Unlike its predecessors, the 1982 Constitutj
comprehensive and contains 138 Articles. The Constitutions of 1954, 1975 ap
respectively 106, 30 and 60 Articles only.
138 Articles of the 1982 Constitution st

has 32 Articles (Article 1 to 32) and it de nstitutjoy,

The second chapter has 23 Articles from Art. 33 to 55 and it enumerates the rights and dutieg
of the citizens. The third chapter has 79 Articles (56 to 1

nd enagy,
SCussed b
I PEOple*S
d 1978 ha§

and divided into four chapters. The fir

. Y St chapte,
scribes the general principles of the Co

35) and it lays down the Organisatigy,
and powers oF e argans of Lo adt Lcies ly the fourth chapter has only three Articleg
(136 to 138) and it describes the national flag, the national anthem and the capital of the
ountry.
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Ynbitied:

W heir reprezeniatiy 3
: "’dwai OFEANS. “,c' ‘::,“l xﬂi‘"r it provides guidelines for the relations
y e rEans are te have the initiative under the unified leadership of (e
sh speciol

: ’d § AT,
he special

25 %
the core ol

?I'-,i-r-,f’_’w‘v-;;:’;z ‘;;;tc(’tmnhuﬂ?n Articte 2 described the Conninist Party 2
“Anicte 3 of o el i i A reference altogether. 4

; windl a i Cr.mg;;: Consttution proyides for a direct election of the aationnal People ‘s

: w504 at different levels. It also defines the relation between the peopte
betwetn central

1L
rticle 31 of 1t s g
ﬂ‘;;nfsfrﬂﬂ'ﬂ regio,.:: E;:::‘““"*"" provides that “the State may establi
‘i SIFATIVE CERIONS it 1o be :'F'_‘?““'.“" The system thus institwted L 1]
»47 Constitution further ’dca?r“i“nw by law enacted by the National People's Conpress.
T riots of Tarwan, to m;c:n ml-s it as the duty of the Chinese people. including the
. B N >mplish the great task of unifying the motherland.
-gfist cconomy but tatitl\nsc .F:c“““m“: Policies. The Constitution reaffinms  faith n
* - cepts the emergence of a private sector working within the
he basis of

jst system. Public e
'_ﬁ socialist Economoi:: '::';t’l“p lﬂf the means of production continues o be
system but the constitution calls for the development of Chinese

ChI™ e farms ie. sta SerE

“wo;cmr e tu“l:;ccao“:‘ul‘\c- and mdwid_ual forms. Upholding the authority of the
€ ution allows for priority. The stress is on socialist ownership. Nevertheless, the

const! hensive balancin “f? coordinated growth of the national economy through a

- £ of a planned economy with the supplementary role p\aycd by

comP ;

"¢ supply and dem - . :

arket ‘;c PSI; gtcm by pr?::v?;iig St}tﬂxs to dilute the rigid and excessive state control over the
g for a role in decision-making to the state and collectively

onorﬂi "
ned cqtcrpnsc?. The “Open Door” poli s 5 L 3
qzcmlisallﬂﬂ et be iani p‘c))li‘é;y involving limited and gradual economic
rovisions . y A~

ﬂ“:‘iji!s)t g e lg;ﬁ;:)elpe(.j the Chinese to assimilate some sort of private sector within
OCIOW' e i ?(ratmns_w!th foreign private enterprises have been permitted.
’ntc i oA rfet Socialism. These policy changes have been designed to
a of goods and commodities. In 2002, the 16th Party Congress,

ceeler " :
nqolxliccfi t::;a; :f)ov:lvlncll)] bUSlneS.-S people were welcome to apply for party membership,
China ,ll]isgoveernmentyan(lijtpd?ﬁl:‘tily adopting limited and planned privatisation. Now the
1 - rivate business are expected to join ha
lopment in the 21st century. P ) s e ey SR 5
The Constitution declares that the People’s

scci'ﬂ'
713

the 5
Chind

mpid’dcvc )
18. China as a Multi-national State.
Republic of China is a single multi-national state. There are 56 nationalities who have
all nationalities are

ed to form the modern Chinese nation. Article 4 declares that
ohibited. All acts that

integrated 1@ =L :
|. Discrimination against and oppression of any nationality stand pr
unity of the nationalities or instigate their secession are legally banned. The
d develop their

equd 4
yndermine the
Conslitutlon grants and protects the right of all nationalities to protect an
[anguages and customs.
china now describes its economic model of development as
*Mmarket Socialism.’
with all these features, the 1982 Constitution of China has been in several ways different

from the 1978 constitution. It has been successfully in operation since 1982. Taking nto
qecount  the past history of constitutionalism in China, it can be predicted that thi

itution is destined to get revised in the next few years. Constitutionalism in China 1

s of the top leadership of the Communist Party.

Const

always tailored to incorporate the new idea

PEO®®
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CONSTITUTION &

for 5\|cccssfu\\'y and

" . Shatrman Mao 4

1954-75. It praised the Communist party, and c;::"(\\VlII‘L‘S the achievement of the M.h"

guiding the People’s Republic of China in its "mimlisu\ (Amerient and Western) ang *aligg

goals and towards mecting the threat of "“.l“:::‘ill ot aver and hcl\cc“:cnnfb\:‘ resolven™l & !

e ~viet). The R wer, Wwas S ~ dic rship O 9

s e 'I:»llt’x:*:.\n::z::\::rrcvolulion. under the dictators P the Pm\ﬁ\n‘.‘-":‘ . d:d;

= \ple of China to follgy, 1{ 5‘: of
Y Yhy o 1

upon the theory
o on the pes A
led up and consolidate the yy
v

depending
pcl\sunls. and deve O
\op “\‘;

and in practice under its guidance.
tion cnl

1975 .Constitu

als.

The Preamble of the ! o ;
policies of the Communist Partys maintain ul)ll'nncc ! v " d H
the people of all nationalities pased on the o | ot for roletarian internationalism, 3
revolutionary front. It fturther voiced full ‘stll’l"i"“cll cx‘yl(vilnli(‘l\ of people by caph anq 1 !
expressed the resolve to meet the menace of con g, % e
1 \
f i wet rolc of the Communi i3
. tepding ond direc -Ommunisy &
ised the leat B AT e National People’s LO“gveg:a“V \ 8
Wae
-
1 )
i

adership of the Communist pary

states.
of 1975 recog L
cialist gO
«ted the powers of the Y. w
est P head of “\\t 5

The Constitution !
in exercising state power for securing SOCTH fer the 1e
described as the highest organ of state power UNCE: & d v
ed the oftice of the Chairman of the P < CONEress.

~ihe National Ve S - -
of the N edoms of the citizens with g,

abolish
State in the Standing Committee e 4 Fre
It maintained the list of the Fundnmcnml~nghl~‘-“.‘_'“ and freedom of strike 10 th .
improvements. It gave the right to frecdom of procession ® People &
It curtailed the list of dutics. T3
(E) The Constitution of 1978 . . of 1lua Guo-Fen %
Constitutionalism under the influence of the ideas l(\)i- 5 “lfsc-lun' i ‘;‘.‘)T“e 1975
Constitution had a short life of threec ycars- ,Thc (-‘c“m Ol:'lsl l‘}"t\r\):brm\j\\ T\‘nto L s \'n; A
ensuing power struggle within the hierarchy of (hc-( ommu o o S eite e ‘PTOmmc“Q
5 This slrugg‘c for pnwcr gave fis - ‘ need for an e
: ruary 1978 session passed nt\w
Sy

Hua Guo-Feng. RS
ational People’s Cong its Feb
NPC was
ao. The ne
isation in po
ajor chat

several old leaders who hag Y
1 came into force on Sth M:ue“
th

ress, in
attended bY
W constitutior
licics-

the leadership of
constitution. The N
constitution. This meeting of the
prcviously considered disloyal to M
1978 and advocated the need for liberal

The 1978 Constitution made several m
was : “The Consolidation of the socia
es at high speed.” It accepted
arousing the socialist ent
Sfulfillment of the central task
on placed on recor

jges in the \‘)75"‘:0\151'nut'\0n. s sty
list economic base and “develo,)mcmed

| “Socialist Democracy as the goal whi"
nusiasm of the people of al Ch
for the new period.” .
d the scr\:\ccs of the highest qrg
s Republic of China first towards its biry q
as a socialist state marching fast 0““;
evelopment. The constitution
e Chinese Liberation Army jg
unist Party. "ltwas the p‘\\\;“.;
s towards revolutionisation ¢
the socialist revolution ap

objective
the production forc
was ro be achieved by
nationalities to strive for the
The Preamble of the 1978 Constituti
that Mao Tse-tung had rendered to the People’
thereafier towards its consolidation and development
oy road to political, economic, cultural and military d
] recognition to the role of the army by pm\'iding that tl
workers’ and peasants’ own armed force led by the Comm
dictatorship of the Prolctariat.” It called for further effort
i Army with a view to strengthen it for safeguarding
i reconstruction being done in China.
’ The 1978 Constitution further exte

the Chinese and now it came to include
hold great debates.

ndamental Rights and Freed

nded the list of Fu
air the views f

the right to “speak out freely,

T
PR aie: T e
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4 Depu - _ )
ated discussions. The session review
TEP.E,, was to be built into a powerful modern soci
h‘;“‘m-on recorded that the first phase, which
1
mdgpeﬂ

gmmencilis . ; :
. odernisation of agr:culture, m.dusfry, nation
Tionﬂ’ economy will be advancing into the fr
na

officially, nothing was said about the new con
astitution came to replace the 1954 Constitution.
co

)]
eﬂd
vas

nge © .- )
i 1975, the official Chinese news

17T
e as tive. China staited emerging as a third power in the world Furlicu‘ﬂl‘l):’ nlfi:‘;r‘-}t:l
o f"'ﬂcion to the Lnited Nations with a permanent seat nnd veto power siatus in

'M”;EIV Council. ally
“"';’hr.: thcory of constitutionalism written in this constitution wus however ncve:ez:\ for
i ed in actual practice, Pcople's Democratic Dictatorship was used ns a sn"mke Eé:hn'lrman
ﬁ”!omr'ﬂ"“g and strengthening the ol]— powerful leadership of the Communist | nrt}"‘ of Leap
: W,nﬂ The Cultural Revolution that was initiated by Mao after the failure of th(.: _(_-r‘cs -;tcm- -
: ‘}\“‘c:nﬂ’ “.958), ;fmdllccd several big upheavals in the Chinese society and p(.,lm‘ca 3‘:" and
..,’,"-’cqg dcsu%ncd 10 reform the People by making them truc sociﬂliﬁls—b*’_th M \\oui active
SN, Mao’s Red Guards, the committed soldiers of the Cultural Revolution, becam of the ;
.'y-‘—'":.rilﬂ"""tmg Cﬂp!tﬂhslt} and ‘capitalist road-takers’. Thesc youthful volunteers Aedaed { i
" for ©.c Cultural Revolution Were supposed to usher Chinese society into a full f‘: gce
4 r’-'.";,-s: socicty. In actual practice, however, the Cultural Revolution resulted into violen I’

4‘:-, revenge, desrrucnon_and destabilisation, Further, it brought to light the struggle
ﬂ”g:.-eeﬂ the Mao and the Liu Sh
7V

| a0-Chi factions. The Army also came to assert its role by
sing new revolutlonary committees.
1 [ =4

, 1969, China had to terminate the Cultur
. ving Sociah_st goals. It, however, resulted ir
gchi® alists continued to be most powerful. A fi
pis IO.Y‘the Gang of Four’ led by Mao’s wife
JOU F the era of‘_the Cultural Revolution,
:dopied and implemented in China.

¥
3

orE al Revolution in
1 the defe
cr Mao’s
Chiang Ch
however,

favour of a new struggle for
at of Liu Shao-Chi faction. Mao a“d.
death, the ultra leftists, the Shanghai
ing fell into background. The formal
came in 1975, when a new constitution

The Constitution of 1975 and Chinese Constitutionalism.
Conslitutl'ona“SlT_l in China registered a change in 1975 under the

yltural Revolution. Further, this ch
ritution had b?en.f‘ormulated for
fthe constitution w

impact of the results of
ange was considered essential because the 1954—

a transitional period of 20 years. The exercise for a

as therefore initiated.

agency,

Ccommunist Party has held a plenary sess
1975 for revising the 1954 Constitutior

National People’s Congress w

ties, out of a tot

Hsinhua disclosed that the Central Committee

ion of the National People’s Congress on 18th

1. It was again announced that a session of the

as held from 15th to 17th January. It was attended by

al of 2885, who had been elected after extensive consultations and

ed the progress of the past 21 years and resolved that

alist country in another 20 Yyears or so. The

vas to continue till 1980, should see “an

rial economic system.” The second phase,

g up to the end of the 20th century, should register
al defence, science and technology so that the

ont ranks of the world.”

stitution and yet by February 1975, a new

dent and relatively comprehensive indust
ing after 1980 and continuin

(D) The Constitution of 1975

in several ways, the Constitution of 1975 was a natur
]954£onstitttti011. Howeve

al result of the evolution of the
r, it consisted of only 30 Articles divided into only 4 chapters, It

4 a very long Preamble. The Preamble narrated the past achievements of China during
A

e T s

i i i o T

. A St s st e
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s yiatt he P : cartedly
b < the people, ende Oy Mﬂmlsnl-LenInism.Muuism whole hearted
S5 "‘} ' l!:: p&odm.:live laboy, ;?-perﬁ:u their Professiong| Competence, take an active part in
"‘;"qﬁ ’r:ﬂ"' stitution and faw, co‘m:::'l-“l"’t.supcrvmmn by the masses be role models in observing
‘-’)]‘—" A ; gnd MUSt not haye ""fcuurse't"“pleme-m the policies of the state, seek the truth fro"t‘\t
"Q Wﬂ, gains.*’ o dcccptlon Or exploit theijr POsition and power to sce
Yo, 4 1978 Constitutioy ac
r’l‘ilht . jared that the Cormmiy, i, i’e(f:,e.d Sl the paramount role of the Communist Party. 1t
<. s d@" e pcople andg “the Worki ': %/ China was the core of the leadership of the whole
aiﬂ“;r d, 1he Corrppy, eertisy Part_‘;’-'é' ;{;]zss exercisec leader.ship over the state through its
i ":’ key role in deterrnining th:e ch © CEfnltral Committee of the Communist Party was
7 L rent i Olce of high r,
”)S‘ g ier. Chairman of the Centra] Commiy the “nking officers
¢

of the state including the
as to command the armed forces.
rock of the Chinese Political System.

nerged after the death of Mao,
ght 1! : Chinese leadership ang consequently in Chinese
1 r]s”.m[,onahsm. I:?y 1981, Hua Guo—Feng lost power and Dp a H
?)ngmﬂ" along with Generaj Secreta
str

eng Xiaoping emerged as the

ang. Chairman Hua was charged ,With
. decided to phase out Hua and provide a
eralising changes,

cting a personality cult. The new leadership then

erev constitution to Ching with Several ljb

ney i 1t
The attempt was designed ¢, ensure that China would not be in future rocked by political
tions that had occurreq under Mao, whicj had

eruple of China. The Cultura]

\:

Separation of the government
POwers in individual hands was curtailed, the
. °> accepted and the need to give due share to the younger
gnised.

Centralisation and liberalj
ident from _both .the,discu_ i vere held an
e‘fvate sector in China’s socijal; Y was assign
;nzilti—face.ted economy’, ate sector, «
vhich public stock was to 1€ workers,
“hinese economy.

including priv Joint Socialist Private Enterprises” in
be owned by ti

came to be an accepted new principle of
Thus, the 1982 Constitutiop ‘accepted Marxism-Leninism—Maoism but along with it
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o eV Ine Republic. The 1982
. ) Tt eI gee e party, iy States: « ot
However, this sepm-qlion i Cordance With the cunstit:;:;%. ‘ T’hc i B of the
dei Ly ¢ s o on and lqw,» ‘
party continues ta holq full ang r“.Ly N paperg, In reality, the | ‘ ;llw. (
. cadership of the Communist

storati 1 conty .
9. Restoration of q, Repuby; Ol over al e Offices of the government
olished the office Of the Presi Miean Character of the State Th o Mt
gnder the 1954 Constitution,, * 'he 1975 constitution

dent of the R
"y = > hh ‘
E ) The e PUblic who yged Lo work ag _
chairman ot the  Stangin, - dutics of e head of e « s the head of the state
Chairniss e B Com ¢ state were carried out by the
Consttution restores the ofyje, of the p

Miltee ni‘l the National p
. =Y 1 » 2} - 1.QSI( . ' : i '
for h1s CILC_‘mlL _[‘) the Nationg| P s ] St g
restoring this office, the 1982 Constitution |y 1S
M has

cople’s ¢ .
c | Congresg for a term of S years. However, while
pim under the 1954 Constitution,

( ., . ) D L +4

=

e Categorically states that all
conomic. cultural and saciu] oo PS° admimster state affairs and manage
e"omm,ereinn will of t L:ll dili.nrh M accordance witt the law. The (’m\mitmi(:n repre";\%t%

e 14 B -] ] STy ) % . ; n
the o People. Article 5 states “AN stare organs, the armed forces, all

.

it arties and p : ivarti
Il:??;’j{g(ﬁ,sﬁtuﬁ(m a["l(l!f;II;Le ;){:“:'ft'l‘n.\(ﬂlnu.\‘ and all enterprises and undertakings must abide
IHC; SI,:; :jl:c(;:::I::]T)T]t:;;liSll(l)%h:ﬁe“:‘lidﬂl)*“tiff of n\g Pc()p\c'of (Z!\inn. The 1982 Cons:‘-.tut‘m_n

d ©orghts, freedoms and duties of the people of China. in s

Chapter 2,-[t mcorporat‘es an impressive Bill of Rights. Every citizen NOW enjoys the rights
enshrined in the Constitution. The Chinese Bill of Rights ndow includes Ri-\:,‘nt‘m Equality.
political Rights.. Right to Basic Freedoms, Freedom of fic\igious Belief, Right to Work, R'l‘ij‘“
to Material Assistance, Equality of women and several other rights. A\on\‘::. with these rights,
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GONSTITUT

& Constitution rcco,'d*éd

16 . i qble 10 th Yo b
; : m lasd € s e ;
T ina during 1949-54, the TeESR. It dged C‘é‘;ﬁ.: mdcs““cliﬁp‘
achievement made by China the (crstwlnlc) . It proclﬂ“'"ed that C was all gy f:,%
e worie: 13

pratitude for the help given L% Tl

ﬁ‘iendsht'p with all peace joving people © " iiolem 1L was dbitas

destroying nnp'.enfihsm. ) ricfd"c”“'c" £ 20 years: very in(.eresxing featuy te§ 4
The Constiuto ina f (ransitiond perio - itut it did not give a constituue o

eh oo o e, wnl ‘ jnlist €015 ~hina. The Preamble and Ar:"\al
this consuitution W that s munist par munist Party in 'Ttie

iti e d role of the COY " e Comititr, 5 achig,; ®

: recog;nt’mn(tjo ﬂl‘it'l'lsl'l::l!(l;ls‘l ﬂ:cclaimcq the vitd rale © did not E&1V€ it & constiu.ﬁ\fmg

19 of the Cons o e principle of democratic centralisyy, O'na‘ f
d th - system. However in a‘.d q fnﬂ / /

Ctug) f@eqﬂg

revolution against impcrinlisnrl ﬂ]" cepte %
ition. The Constitution, urther, 5 mocratic
rgcogmtl . § o d the peop'® s de contrO”Gd and managed B
expressed the resolve to Atinued 1o pe fully ) fhe political syste Y the P 5
e co ated th m 4
at and fégf“ 19

the power of the stat g i ;
p hunist Party don was this ‘head-~ quarter’ ,, vag I i
hlch i 1% (‘g‘

practice,
Communist Party of China. The. Comi ors” of Mao- It .
jtself dominated by the “proletarian h‘;’ad-qu:;” aroup of Mao loyalists. ‘ 411
controlled all power and I ‘cons:sted A ’ ccepted the concept of granting of fundame,, ﬂ‘aoyﬂ“h
Through this Constitution, the Chinese ad L en fundameﬂtﬂl freedoms of the Citimta‘ ;“151‘?/‘{‘1‘
il !

izens. It recognise . ds the socialists. Like N
e i ties towards the §p..°
political rights, and du de an attempt to demOnstratelz:hm ,iﬂd L;dop

rights and duties to the cit
itution ma ! At

SR, the Constl while forbidding capitalig at A1
m, it i,n 'fb

their social, economic and

while) US Even

Constitution of the (erst
China respects fundamental rights and freet_i{)mi—s
v recognised the right to privare pLoperty o e iol' of China was a single multipgt; 3 (C) ()0(1’
j This Constitution declared that the People’s Repub l‘t: rated into a family. D ma.tlonal ; ult
f state consisting of several nationalities that stood integ ] -, Despite : 56,
‘ multinational cl t d vast size, China continued to be a unitary state. Mao’s conce M L sti“
character an ? making National p%pt of (™ e

: b
lated .into law B Plerg | o

People’s Democratic Dictatorship was trans ! g I
Congress the supreme organ of state power. However 10 reality 2 p(_)wel;‘s dWer_e ‘Concentragey in
in the hands of the top caucus of the Communist Party, which was itsell dominated by \, he‘
Zedong and Chou-en-lai. : Uftuaf
The Constitution of 1954 fully reflected that: | Janu(l\'
]. China upheld the ideology of Marxism-Leninism as understood, interpreted f004 '
explained and applied by Mao. U ¢d
2. China upheld the type of constitutionalism which prevailed in the (Erstwhile) ygg (eﬁ'mi
under the Stalin Constitution. R : 50‘
3. China stood for anti-imperialism anti-capitalism, world peace and i @

. ' R Inte : «ade
communism. rationa) 3 mde\

: g ‘ . oft
4. The Chinese _deqded to keep the Communist Party as an extra-constitutional, b Cfmc
powerful institution in the Chinese political system. ’ . Htall i
pat

Tjill 'the adopfion of a new constitution in 1975, China continue
:chmit;é:“vs:‘]ﬁ II)u(;x'ng this period, the Chinese usurped Tibet anduggtt?nsgl\%gge;:eg by this ‘
_ndg fos i 21 al:] dlzjg g;l(?nlzlzrl ot(l;e.r s:na” Asia? nej‘ighbours. It, committed aggressionoznd.ary g
£ ek rvet in ]cold war —with the USSR. It began developing ngamSt I
o 1;:9 nuclear test in 1964. It accepted Panchsheel and pa:t' e
ight and witnessed atly bi;ngtf;et]:lil_g]:vgﬁﬂfung (l:(')nlference MRy X :llil;?t;eg
on which, however, proved to be ¢qy ;!
nter
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